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ﬁlovan in Havana o FOIAb3b
Cuba Prisoner
Release ‘Near

Months of negotiations over thelreporte to have left l\ l}(mk
irelease of 1,113 prisoners of the!for HaWana. Town anl.} .q‘l%ag

CPYRGHT

{v

11961 Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba
‘appeared near success' today.
There was no official confirma-
tion that a ransom dea.;L had been
arranged with Cuba’s Premier
Fidel Castro, but several develop-

break in the situation:

New York attorney James B.
iDonovan, counsel for the Cuban
|Families Commitiee for the Lib-
‘eration of Prisoners of War, was

ments pointed to an imminent|

weeldy,, New York newspg.per
said m a copyrighted story -that
he few to Cuba Sunday mg}gzt in
a private plane to Lomple&; ar-
xdngorx%gnts for the pmsoners te-
lease. iy

The iﬂldml News said Donovan
was ezg)ected to stop off in Mi-
ami en, route to Havana, actom-
panied by Alvare Sanchez, a lead-
er of the Cuban families commit-
tee; angl Mrs. Berta Barreto, par--
‘ticipant in the negotiatigns. ‘

In Washington, a State Depart-
ment official said Donovan's pass-’
port has been validated for a trip
lo Cuba. |

Donovan, a key ﬁgure in the
efforis._to raise $62 million worth
of medicine, food and other sup-i
plies which Castro has demanded’
as “ﬂmﬁs”’ Jfor the prisoners, said’
Sunday in New York he could not
comment on the status of the ne-
gotiatighs “for the time being.”

A spokesman for the American
Red Cross said the Farrell Lines
freighter  African pilot was
standing by in Baltimore harbor
to carry supplies to Cuba for the
barter “when and'if needed.”

A Farrell’ Lines spokesman in-
dicated the ship would sail today
but declined fo; give its 'destina-
tion. A call went out for a sail-
ing crew to repdrt. TETTET

The Baltimore K Suy, said the
ship tentatively was schedifled to

j,sag,l Jor Miami today to pu;l\ up

1513 mjllion worth of me

1and f' and ther sail to Havand
‘1t gadl the prisSnets - Wouft?’ be
! Hlowlr Back,

¢ In-Havans, a u%ually relnable

ﬂniqmnt sald the deal-was near

“icompletion, with only detajls re-'

[maining, such as which prisoners
“will be reledsed tu"st and fow th
Mﬂnm will be’ coordinafed.
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